Andres S. Hernandez, 1913-2011
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The Peace Corps’ first country director in the Dominican Republic, Andres S. Hernandez, 
died September 26, 2011, at the age of 98, in Edgewood, New Mexico.
Peace Corps Director - "From 1962 to 1964 Andy Hernandez served as the first Peace Corps Director in the Dominican Republic,” said Ambassador Jack Vaughn, one of the pioneers who created the Peace Corps and its second director. “Andy was beloved by his Volunteers and the Dominicans. His influence has been widespread and lasting, and for its first decade he set the standard for community service in the Peace Corps. He was renowned for his good humor and his story telling. Andy’s legacy and memory will live on in the multitude of lives he touched."
According to the US State Department’s Biographic Register, Hernandez joined the Peace Corps in January 1962 as a consultant in the Washington, DC headquarters. He went to the Dominican Republic as its first director in June that year. In May 1964 the Peace Corps reassigned him as country director in Guatemala until January 1967, when he returned to US AID.
Growing Up - Andy was a first generation American, born February 4, 1913 in Deming, New Mexico to Altagracia Saldana and Norberto Hernandez. Living together with three brothers and six sisters, his family must have been interesting. They moved to Lordsburg, NM, when his father got a job building the railroad. Andy grew up attending The Wilson School and Lordsburg High School excelling academically, lettering in football, basketball, and track, while an active Boy Scout and scoutmaster. Graduating at l6, he attended Bradley University with a scholarship in Peoria Ill. This started Andy on his life-long journey of service and travel across the world.

Young Adult - Forced to leave Bradley U. due to a football injury, Andy joined the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in Southern New Mexico. His demeanor and willingness to work got him promoted to a staff position working with the U.S. Forest Service in the Carson National Forest in Taos. The University of New Mexico hired him as assistant director under Dr. J. T. Reid and the Carnegie Foundation to create the Taos County Project, one of the first community development programs in the world.

World War II - A member of the New Mexico National Guard, his membership expired just prior to their deployment to the Philippines. Seeing his friends leave put Andy in a moral dilemma, especially after they were forced to surrender to the Japanese. He joined the U.S. Army, serving in North Africa, the Normandy D-Day landing, the Battle of the Bulge, the crossing of the Rhine River, and the invasion and final surrender of Germany. He was present in the liberation of several Nazi POW and concentration camps.

Post War - After the war, while at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, Hernandez studied water management and well drilling in North Africa.  He went on to Switzerland to study small cottage machine part manufacturing for watch and lens production. While there Andy had the opportunity to interview the Spanish diplomats interned in Switzerland after they fled Berlin prior to the arrival of the Russians.

VA & Marriage - Returning to Las Vegas, New Mexico in 1946, he was hired as a Veterans Administration Officer in northeastern New Mexico to reintegrate returning veterans. There he met his future wife, Amelia Hinojosa Anaya, also a returning veteran working with the N.M. Employment Department trying to reintegrate returning veterans. They married on May 29 1947, having their son, Isidro in 1949.

Ford Foundation - In 1954, Andy joined the Ford Foundation’s International Development Services team to build the Aswan High Dam in Egypt. But when Gamal Abdel Nasser came to power, he switched to funding from the Soviets, leaving the team without a mission. Soon the team was sent to Guatemala to help resettle and restore private land ownership and the rule of law. They helped resettle hundreds of poor families onto their own farms, building housing, drinking water, roads, technical support, schools and medical services.  Hernandez directed the building of roads, schools, and ran a team that drilled over 30 water wells in one year before turning the program over to the Guatemalan government. Andy liked to tell how he and Amelia became padrinos to mass weddings that formally legalized rights of property ownership, spousal rights, and rights of children of hundreds of families.

Peace Corps Begins - In 1960 Andy returned to New Mexico. In l961 the new President John F. Kennedy created a new era with the Peace Corps and appointed Sargent Shriver to head the program. Andy was hired the following January to start the program in Bolivia. However, with Fidel Castro’s rise to power in Cuba, and the death of Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo, Kennedy made the Dominican Republic a high priority. 
Dominican Republic - Shriver immediately reassigned Andy as the Peace Corps’ first country director there in June 1962. The next month, the first twenty-two young, all male, Peace Corp Volunteers arrived to create a new exciting program that grew into an amazing success. It became a model in the Peace Corps world, and a shining star for the volunteers, Peace Corps staff, U.S. Government, and for Hernandez. During October 1962, Andy became privy to the upcoming Cuban Missile Crisis and successfully worked to secure the safety of the volunteers from leftist attacks and any anti-American backlash.
Following the 1963 coup d’état that removed Dominican President Juan Bosch, Andy again made sure the over 100 Peace Corps Volunteers were protected and safe. One of his favorite stories was of the days after the coup; the State Department had pulled out almost all its staff leaving Andy virtually alone in the Embassy awaiting instructions for the Peace Corps. The telephone rang and a New York Times reporter asked Andy if the Peace Corps Volunteers were also being evacuated. Still without any orders Andy had to think of a quick answer and said, “Governments come and go, but the people stay. The Peace Corps works with the people and will stay.” The next morning that quote appeared on page one of the New York Times, and Andy soon got a personal call from Sarge Shriver. “Andy, Jack agreed that you said just the right thing.” And the Peace Corps Volunteers continued working as usual with none hurt.
Guatemala - Andy was transferred to direct the Peace Corps Guatemalan program in May 1964. Since Peace Corps had a policy that only allowed five years of service, Andy joined USAID in Guatemala in 1967, working as a field specialist still helping people building roads, schools, water projects, and medical services. He became a counter insurgency officer helping to undermine the communists by bringing economic help, water projects, schools, coops for agricultural programs, arts, crafts, and small manufacturing.

World Leaders - During his many years of service he had the opportunity to meet Fidel Castro prior to the revolution, President John F. Kennedy and wife Jacqueline, his brother Bobby Kennedy, President Lyndon B. Johnson and Lady Bird, and many other dignitaries in Europe, North America, and Latin America. Five different Dominican Presidents met and knew Andy. Andy was at home with and a friend to all, especially those in need.
Retired to New Mexico - In 1971 Andy retired and returned to his wife’s hometown, Santa Rosa, New Mexico, rebuilding the old Anaya family home. Still active and dynamic, he joined the board of New Mexico Health Systems Agency bringing better health care to the rural areas of the state. He helped establish a corporation that still exists that recruits doctors, dentists, and nurses for underserved areas. As a Santa Rosa Rotary Club member, he helped reopen the closed Guadalupe County Hospital, recruited doctors and staff, reopened the hospital, and created scholarships to train nurses and health care professionals.
Helping Elderly - Active in AARP and NARFE (National Active & Retired Federal Employees Association), Andy worked hard protecting benefits of the elderly and retired. He saw the need to defend those who were the weakest, poorest, serving on countless committees traveling throughout the state bringing the message of help, empowerment, unity, and motivation for change. He gave endless hours and trips lobbying to fulfill the needs of the underserved.
Peace Corps Reunions - Well remembered by his many former Peace Corps Volunteers and staff, Andy took every opportunity to attend reunions, particularly of those that served with him in the Dominican Republic. He always stole the show with his stories of the Peace Corps beginning and some misadventures. 
Dominican Honor - During a February 2001 reunion in Santo Domingo, Hernandez was distinguished by Dominican President Hipólito Mejia and honored with the Order of Merit of Duarte, Sanchez and Mella medal, the nation’s highest award, during a special reception at the National Palace attended by many of Andy’s friends and former Volunteers.

Andres S. Hernandez was quite a guy, loved and respected by many!
_____________
Family - Andres is survived by his son Isidro and wife Lyda, granddaughter Marirosa, great-grandson Amadeus, three sisters Eulalia Hernandez of Lordsburg, Francisca Trebizo of California, and Emma Madrid of Tucson Arizona, plus many nephews and nieces. He was preceded in death by three brothers, Refugio, Carlos, and Ramon, and three other sisters, Manuela Diaz, Antonia Leyba, and Genoveva Martinez.
Memorial Services New Mexico - Andy’s body was cremated and memorial services will be held first in Lordsburg, New Mexico, on Monday, October 10, 2011 at 10:00 AM at Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church, 416 E Second Street.

His second funeral mass will be held on Friday, October 14 at 10:00 AM ten miles south of Santa Rosa in the Nuestra Señora del Refugio Church in Puerto de Luna officiated by Rev. Father Irby Nichols.

Peace Corps Remembers - Andy’s remembrance will be celebrated at the Peace Corps Office in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on the afternoon of February 9, 2012 during the 50th anniversary reunion of former and current Peace Corps Volunteers, staff, and Dominican friends. The Peace Corps DR will dedicate their Volunteer Lounge to Andy’s memory and honor.
Facebook: “Andy Hernandez Remembered” – This public group is available for Andy’s friends to post your favorite stories and photos. Tell how, when and where Andy affected your life. Help make this a living memorial to this great man and dynamic leader. Log on and search for Andy Hernandez Remembered.

Donations for Andy - In lieu of flowers, donations in Andy’s honor can be made to the Andres S. Hernandez Foundation Inc., a non-profit founded by former Peace Corp Volunteers which awards an annual leadership prize in the Dominican Republic, contact: Jess Stone, 208-305-3692, at 2434 14th St., Lewiston, ID 83501; or to the Walt Eastland Scholarship fund through the Santa Rosa Rotary Club http://www.santarosarotary.com/.
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